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NorthStarDb 2.0 is © 2011-2012 L. C. Graves and Clif
Graves Consulting. All rights reserved.

This manual is © 2012 L. C. Graves and Clif Graves
Consulting.

This guide is to give an overview of the process for
migrating your exiting NorthStarDb 1 data to NorthStarDb
2.0.

The content of this document is furnished for informational

use only. Features or processes described are subject to
change without notice.
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Welcome to the NorthStarDb 2.0 Upgrade Guide.

You will need this guide if you are already using a previous version of NorthStarDb and
want to upgrade to NorthStarDb 2.0

The upgrade tools and processes described here are only
designed for use when upgrading from earlier version of
NorthStarDb. If you are migrating to NorthStarDb from another
database the upgrade tool may or may not be helpful but the
instructions here will NOT describe your migration process.

Important upgrade Notes:

The upgrade tool assumes that it is receiving data exported from an unmodified 1.x
version of NorthStarDb. If your existing NorthStarDb has been customized in ways that
change the field names, add fields, or remove fields, not all data may not be correctly be
transferred.

There have been a number of feature changes between NorthStarDb 1 and NorthStarDb
2. Not all the features which were included in NorthStarDb 1 are included in NorthStarDb
2. Specifically the Calendar, Support for Quick Books integration, and Class scheduling

are not included in NorthStarDB2. Data supporting those features will not be transferred.

This upgrade process migrates your exiting NorthStarDb data to NorthStarDb
2. It does not migrate any changes to fields, scripts, layouts, or reports. If
you have customized reports or customized fields, scripts, layouts in your
old NorthStarDb those will NOT have been imported. Those changes will
need to be recreated in the NorthStarDb 2 Custom File.
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The upgrade process.

The upgrade process is a multi-part process. At first it may seem daunting but in fact it is
really quite straight forward. The skills it requires are basic computer skills including
selecting and copying files and creating folders.

If you haven't already done it. Create a NorthStarDb 2 folder and unzip the NorthStarDb 2
files into it.

Note: If you currently are using NorthStarDb 1 with FileMaker
Server you will have one extra step.

Secure your existing data.

The upgrade process should not do any damage to your existing files. Indeed it never
touches your existing NorthStarDb files. But having a backup is always a good thing. Just in
case.

» Make a copy of your entire existing NorthStarDb folder to another location or a removable
drive.

» Test to make sure that all of the NorthStarDb files are on copy of the NorthStarDb folder
you just made.

FileMaker Server Only:

Unmount the NorthStarDb files being hosted by FileMaker Server and copy
those NorthStarDb files to a folder on another machine which has a copy of
FileMaker Pro. These files will be used in the upgrade process.

www.NorthStarDb.com www.clifgraves.com Page 5 of 16


http://www.clifgraves.com/

Moving from NorthStarDb 1
to NorthStarDb 2.0

Part 2: Export data from your current NorthStarDb to be used in the upgrade.

Each version of NorthStarDb has put the location of the button used to export data for use in
the next version of NorthStarDb in a bit different place. The basic process is the same for all

versions. Data from the existing NorthStarDb is exported into a group of text files with the file
extension .mer. Those files contain the data used to populate you new NorthStarDb.

The NorthStarDb 2 updater file was designed to use data export files “mer” files from all
NorthStarDb 1 versions.

Exporting data from NorthStarDb version 1.0
* Open your current NorthStarDb

» Choose the Settings button from the Main Menu.
* Choose the Update button

SETTINGS

- -

Settings

M Add, modify, or remove NorthStarDb users names and passwords.

2ss “raw” data files.

M
el TOOIS for use when updating to the latest NorthStarDb. >

S IS the first

i thin you see after installing Norms:ab
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Export data from NorthStarDb version 1.0

* Choose the Backup button

UPDATE TOOLS

UPDATE TOOLS

=

Backup the core MorthStarDb tables to text data files
for safe keeping use as directed in a NorthStarDb version upgrade

= o e Bo O Op data files

or use as directed in a NorthStarDb version upgrade.

Update Summary data. This updates a table which is used to provide

summary info. It should be run after a restore or import

This will create a number of files with the extension .mer in your NorthStarDb

folder.
These files contain the data from your old NorthStarDb ready for the next part of the

upgrade process.

MorthStarDbMenu_ fp7? MorthStarDEReports.fp7

i |

MorthStarDB.fp7 MorthStarDEData fp7
_Developer.fp? MSSampleData Zips contacts_data.mer
<
ItemDefinition_data.mer Items_data.mer payment_data.mer PaymentDefinitions_data.
mer
SetupDb.mer StateProv_data.mer

pledge_data.mer Related_data.mer

Userslist.mer
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Exporting data from NorthStarDb version 1.5

* Open your current NorthStarDb
* Choose the Settings button from the Maine Menu.
* From the Settings menu, Choose the Update button

Back to the Main Menu

NorthStarDb: ver: 1.51Full License build 080908

Data File: ver: 1.5- build 090518 MAIN Return to Main Menu
License Type: Full License
NS First Used: 5(7/2008 in Users

is: i
w;ﬁi‘;’:ﬁ:ﬁzﬂﬁ% Eoy Pladge Users | Add new users and setup user privileges
User Interface is: [ 1
FM Versu_:n is: ProAdvanced 10.0v1 E Interface
Fi1 Host is: CIf Graves” Mac Interface : Sat system Interface, on screen labels etc.
FM User Count: 1
FM File Path: file:/Macintosh Jas Items, Actions, Payments
HD/Users/clif Deskiop/MorthstarDb/1.51 Release b
Files/NorthStarDb01.50. 1WWarking/NorthStarDB. tems : Configure Items and Actions, Payment Definitions
il el

Working Record Count: 2 Import Import data into core NorthStarDb tables and access "raw” datafm

Copyright (c) Clif Graves 2006-200! o Update
Update : Tools for use when updating to the latest NorthStarDb.
~ ‘Licensing ™
License : 5e!
Quit €3 Settings Assistant (7]
quit  Quit Northstardb Assistant : Walk you through the basic settings. The first use screen after installing

On the backup menu choose the Backup for Update Button

N ;W*YOUR e o

NorthStarDb: ver: 1. 51Full License build 0903908
19

Data File: ver: 1.5- build 0905 SETTINGS Set system settings, on screen labels etc.
License Type: Full License

NS First Used: 5/7/2009 =1 Backup for Update
Interface default is: Pay Pledge . =
Thiuaet e g Y = Backup  Copy NorthStarDb table data. use as directed in upgrade.

User Interface is: -
FM Version is: ProAdvanced 10.0v1 I

FM Host is: CHf Graves' Mac i Restore | Restore the core NorthStarDb tables from backup data use as directed
FM User Count: 1 2 &= = 7

FM File Path: file:/Macintosh
HD/Users/clif/Desktop/NorthstarDb/1 51 Release
Files/NorthStarDb01.50.1Working™orthStarDB.
o7

Working Record Count: 2

Copyright (c) Clif Graves 2006-2009

Quit 9

auIr Quit Northstardb

This will create a number of files with the extension .mer in your NorthStarDb
folder.

These files contain the data from your old NorthStarDb ready for the next part of the
upgrade process.
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Copy all the .mer files into your new NorthStarDb 2 update folder.

* Create a folder you can call “Updater” or whatever you want.
» Copy the Upgrade2NSDBZ2.fp7 file you downloaded into the “Updater” folder.
* Copy all the .mer files you just created into the “Updater” folder.

i ] 3 3 3
UpgradeZNSDE2_v2 .2 fp7 Calendar;ings_mer contacrs__dat:l.mer Cﬂursﬁt_mer
Ewvents_data.mer ItemDefinition_data.mer Itemsﬂa.mer pavmeraata.mer
PaymentDefinitions_data. pledge_data.mer QBSe_t:E;:;s.mer Reccfi_lng
mir- e —— T - -
Related_data.mer Reponsmtelhrlenu_data.m Satu;E_mer StateProv_data.mer
Users.;_:t.mer

Not all the .mer files exported from your old NorthStarDb will be used in NorthStarDb 2 but it
is easiest to just copy them all over.
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Use the NorthStarDb 1 to NorthStarDb 2 update tool file to migrate your data

into the NorthStarDb 2 format.

* Launch the Upgrade2NSDBZ2.fp7 file

The data migration tool is used to import and modify data from the .mer files
exported by a previous version of NorthStarDb to make the data ready for use in
NorthStarDb 2. The buttons on the left hand side quite clearly describe the process

NorthStarDb™ =

-

START
Clear out any Imported
data in upgrader

~

,

-

IMPORT
NorthStarDb 1 data

*

EXPORT
Updated data for
MNorthStarDb 2.0 Import

*

ABOUT
About NorthstarDb
{The license)

J

a

Quit
Quit Upgrader

)

NorthStarDb 1.x to NorthStarDb 2.0 data migration tool

Version 1.1

Records Ready for Export:
Contact Records:
Related Links:

ltems:
Item Definitions:

Payments:
Payment Definitions:

Pledges:
Created Records:
Pledge Definitions:

Default State Provence: 64

» Start: this button will clear out any data in the tool. You probabily won't need to
use this if you use the tool only once but it assures that you are starting with a
clean slate.

* Import: this will import the data from those .mer files and do a little bit of cleanup
and preparation during the import phase.

* EXxport: This stage exports the data, again in .mer files that are formatted for

import into NorthStarDb 2

The next pages will detail that process.

www.NorthStarDb.com

www.clifgraves.com

Page 10 of 16


http://www.clifgraves.com/

Moving from NorthStarDb 1
to NorthStarDb 2.0

Upgrading - Import into the migration tool.

The import button starts the process. Once this has run, you will see the counts of records
imported as part of the import.

NorthStarDb "~ .

MorthStarDb 1.x to NorthStarDb 2.0 data migration tool
Version 1.1

data in upgrader

Records Ready for Export:

Any existing data cleared and ready

IMPORT for import step

* MorthStarDb 1 data

Contact Records: 154 Files Imported
Related Links: 2 Updated Pledge Definitions
Updated Tag Definitions
ltems: 535 Updated Payment Definitions

" iterm Definitions: 31 lmpont Completad
| Up ata for
NorthStarDb 2.0 Import
| Payments: 110
1 Payment Definitions: &
ABOUT |
* About NorthstarDb ! Pledges: 1
{The licensa) i

Created Records:

. QuIT Fledge Definitions: 1
Quit Upgrader I: Default State Provence: 64

The data from those .mer files will now be in The migration tool. You are actually
done with the old .mer files. If you want to, you can delete them.

o - — = ==

contacts_data.mer

Courselist.mer

Events_data.mer [temDefinition_data.mer Items_data.mer payment_data.mer

PaymentDefinitions_data. pledge_data.mer

QBSettings.mer Recover.log
maer

Related_data.mer ReportsinterMenu_data.m SetupDb.mer

StateProwv_data.mer
er

Userslist.mer
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Upgrading — Export to new .mer files.

The Export button now continues the process. Once this has run, you will see the list

of export files.
NorthStarDb - '

e e

NorthStarDb 1.x to NorthStarDb 2.0 data migration tool
Version 1.1

- START
| 3 Clear out any Imported
data in upgrader

|
l
1
1
i.
1
l
|

A .
Records Ready for Export: Exported Files
[ IMPORT MamesMNSDB2.mer
J Contact Records: 1 RelatedNSDB2.mer
Related Links: 0 TagsMNSDB2.mer
FundsNSDB2.mer
ltems: 1 FundzDefinitionsNSDB2.mer
EXPORT i 5 PledgesMSDB2 mer
B3 upated data tor Item Definitions: 30 PledgeDefinitionsNSDB2.mer
MNorthStarDb 2.0 Import 4 StatesNSDB2.mer
Payments: 1 SetupMNSDE2.mer
I Payment Detinitions: 1
1
About NorthstarDb 4 Pledges: 1
{The license) i
= 1 Created Records:
3 1
l QuiT f Pledge Definitions: 1
Quit Upgrader Default State Provence: 64
P,
L A

SRR = =S

The newly exported .mer files have filenames ending with NSDB2.fp7.

Upgrade2NSDB2 _v2.2.fp7 FundsDefinitionsNSDE2 . m FundsMNSDBZ .mer NamesNSDBZ . mer
er

PledgeDefinitionsNSDE2. PledgesNSDEZ. mer SetupNSDEZ.mer StatesNSDBEZ.mer
mer

TagDefinitionsNSDEZ . mer TagsNSDBZ.mer
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Import the updated data into NorthStarDb 2.

The next step is to copy the newly exported ...NSDB2.mer files into your
NorthStarDb2 folder and import the data. Your NorthStarDb2 folder should look

something like this.

MorthStarDB2.fp7 MorthStarDE2Custom.fp7
er

MamesMN5DB2.mer

PledgeDefinitionsNSDBZ.
mer

PledgesNSDB2 .mer

=y s

StatesMNSDBZ.mer

TagDefinitionsNSDB2.mer

TagsNSDEZ.mer

FundsDefinitionsNSDE2.m

FundsMNSDB2Z.mer

SetupNSDB2.mer

(It will do no harm to also copy the old .mer files as well.)
Almost done - Launch NorthStarDb 2.

At the main menu choose the TABLES button.

NorthStarDb 2.0 ver: 2 build 111111

b
Total (Unsorted)
Records

Layout: Lgmammeny ] | viewns: [l = |

3

Nortmm 2.0

¢y PEOPLE

NorthStarDb: ver: 2 build 111111

See and update information about people in the database
Independence

First Used: 11/16/2011

This user is: admin
FM Version is: ProAdvanced 10.0v1
FM Host is: Ciif Graves’ Mac

REPORTS
Built in printable reports,

[i?

FM User Count: 1

FM File Path: file//Macintosh
HD/Users/cliffDeskiop/MNorthstarDb/MorthStarDb2
Release Files/NorthStarDB2.1fp7

CUSTOM REPORTING
Custom module with customizable sample reports

—  xr N 3
[?

4 EXPORTS

Status: Not Registered, Help support ‘export ‘reports’ to help with some commo!

NorthStarDb development

Registered to: Not Registered L . TABLES

NorthstraDb tables for data for importing and exporting data

\ Y B W U | —

i ﬁ— E—
SE
A few settings are needed to configure NorthStarDb

$ Records: 2
ABOUT
FY
40 About NorthstarDb (The license)
$ TOTAL: $75.00
$FY TOTAL: $75.00
§ MBR FY TOTAL: $25.00 - QL_llT
‘Quit Northstardb

©

100 o/udl (1 Browse
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From the Data Tables screen choose the Tab labeled Import data using upgrade tool.

BTSN DATA TABLES /
Primary Data Tables T Secondary Tables won data using upgrade tool

Update using data from Importing data from previous NorthStarDb
NorthStarDb upgrade wversions requires that the data export from
tool the pervious version be “updated” using the
MNorthStarDb tool prior tor

this import process.

The text files from the NorthStarDb 2
upgrade tool must be in the same folder as
the NorthStarDb2 file for process to work
correctly.

Warning! the first step of this process is to
delete all data from the NorthStarDb 2 file.
Make sure that you have a complete backup
of your old and new NorthStarDb files prior
to starting the restore process.

FileMaker Server note:

This process may not work correctly with
NorthStarDb when hosted using FileMaker
Server. It is advised that the NorthStarDb
files be opened as local files using FileMaker
prior to creating backup text files.

Then choose the Big Green update button.

~

'Update using data from mporting data from previous NorthStarDb
NorthStarDb upgrade ersions requires that the data export from
toal he pervious version be “updated” using the
NorthStarDb upgrade tool prior to running
\ this import process.

The text files from the NorthStarDb 2
. unarade tnol must he in the same folder as
Restore data from backup text files

MAKE A FULL COPY OF THE NORTHSTARDB DIRECTORY
BEFORE RUNNING THIS PROCESS!

This process will delete all current data then restore data
from MorthStarDb backup text files.

(" Cancel 1( 0K 3

Server. It is advised that the NorthStarDb

Click OK on the restore warning dialog. When the import finishes you should have
your data in a shiny new version of NorthStarDb.
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FileMaker Server Only:

Once your data has been imported you will need to copy
the NorthStarDb 2 .fp7 files to your server and mount the
NorthStarDb files so they can be hosted by FileMaker
Server.

This should complete your data import for
your upgrade to NorthStarDb 2.0

Follow-up:

Your should carefully check the data in your new
NorthStarDb to be sure that all the data did indeed
come over correctly. Once you confirm that it did,
you are good to go.

It is advisable to keep your old NorthStarDb
around for at least a few weeks, just in case.

Remember, if you have customized reports or
customized fields, scripts, or layouts in your old
NorthStarDb those will NOT have been imported.
They will need to be recreated in the NorthStarDb
2 Custom File.
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